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viewed with stigma, its victims seen as morally
weak, often criminal or bad rather than sick
people suffering from a chronic biopsycho-
social illness.

In my own district, I’m brought face to face
with the reality of untreated addiction disease
and the difficulty of persons getting appro-
priate treatment. I recently conversed with rep-
resentatives from Day By Day Treatment Cen-
ter located in Selma, North Carolina who in-
formed me that the treatment facility faces tre-
mendous economic pressure due to cutbacks
in Medicaid funding, managed care denials of
appropriate services, ongoing stigma, and
other adversities. This occurs when there is
great need and existent studies pointing to the
reality that treatment works.

Without appropriate treatment, victims of ad-
diction disease are cost shifted to the criminal
justice system or more expensive medical
care to address other diseases such as cirrho-
sis of the liver which are secondary to un-
treated addiction disease.

It costs about $6000 to treat a victim of ad-
diction disease as an inpatient at Day By Day
Treatment Center or about $2500 for an out-
patient program when appropriate. The trag-
edy is that our health care system cost shifts
to the criminal justice system where the cost
is up to $37,000 annually to keep one person
in prison who wouldn’t be there in the first
place had addiction disease been addressed
initially.

As a nation we must:
Treat addiction disease on an equal basis

with treatment of other diseases.
Provide for a more well educated citizenry in

addiction disease from layman to professional.
Provide for more research aimed at better

treatment and more appropriate outcome stud-
ies.

Today, so many of our society’s ills can be
traced directly to addiction disease. Let us all
not only be acutely aware of the tremendous
amount of work that needs to be done in ad-
dressing addiction disease, but also of the
enormous opportunity and possibility to en-
hance all of our lives if we will make the effort.
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LEGISLATION TO ENSURE WASH-
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HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM
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PROGRAM
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Wednesday, September 16, 1998

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the entire
Washington State Delegation today introduced
legislation that would allow our state to partici-
pate in the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP). The legislation we crafted
represents the culmination of more than a
year’s worth of effort to ensure Congressional
action on this issue.

I ask that you exercise your leadership of
the Congressional majority to expedite the
passage of this measure in a non-controver-
sial manner.

To illustrate the vigor of our Delegation’s
commitment to advancing this issue, I have at-

tached for your information the text of the fol-
lowing letter which the entire Washington Del-
egation today sent to The Honorable Donna
Shalala, Representative TOM BLILEY, and Sen-
ator WILLIAM ROTH:

We are writing to share with you legisla-
tion we introduced today that addresses an
issue of critical importance to Washington
State and its ability to participate in the
State Children’s Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP).

Washington State has a strong record of
ensuring that its low-income kids have ac-
cess to affordable health care. In 1994, Wash-
ington raised its child Medicaid eligibility
threshold to 200% of the federal poverty level
(FPL). The SCHIP program was developed
with this objective in mind by expanding
Medicaid funding to states that extend eligi-
bility to provide quality health care to addi-
tional children.

During the negotiations of the 1997 Bal-
anced Budget Act (BBA), Congress and the
Administration recognized that certain
states were already undertaking Medicaid
expansions up to or above 200 percent of
FPL, and that they should be allowed to use
the new SCHIP funds. Unfortunately, this
provision was limited to those states that
enacted expansions on or after March 31, 1997
and disallowed Washington from accessing
the $230 million in SCHIP funds it had been
allocated through 2002. As a result, Washing-
ton State cannot use its SCHIP allotment to
cover the 90,000 children currently eligible,
but not covered for health care at or below
200 percent of FPL. Exacerbating this in-
equity is the fact that many states have
begun accessing their SCHIP allotments to
cover kids at poverty levels far below Wash-
ington’s current or past eligibility levels.
Correcting this technicality is the top prior-
ity for our delegation as we near the end of
the 105th Congress and we plan to push for
legislative action in the next few weeks to
pass this non-controversial measure.

This bipartisan, bicameral initiative rep-
resents a thoughtful, carefully-crafted re-
sponse to the unintended consequences of
SCHIP and brings much-needed assistance to
children currently at-risk. Rather than sim-
ply changing the effective date included in
the BBA, our initiative includes strong
maintenance of effort language as well as in-
centives for our state to find those 90,000 un-
insured kids because we feel strongly that
they receive the health coverage for which
they are eligible.

We respectfully request that you join our
efforts to move it through the legislative
process. We look forward to working with
you during the remaining days of this Con-
gress to ensure that Washington’s SCHIP
funds are used to increase the health of our
children, not wasted due to an unintended
technical oversight.

Thank you for your cooperation in this ef-
fort and please do not hesitate to contact us
if we can provide you with additional infor-
mation.

Sincerely,
Slade Gorton, U.S. Senator; Jim

McDermott, Member of Congress;
George Nethercutt, Member of Con-
gress; Patty Murray, U.S. Senator;
Jack Metcalf, Member of Congress;
Norm Dicks, Member of Congress; Rick
White, Member of Congress; Linda
Smith, Member of Congress; Adam
Smith, Member of Congress; Jennifer
Dunn, Member of Congress; Doc
Hastings, Member of Congress.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize and honor Rear Admiral Mike Sulli-
van, United States Navy, as he retires on Oc-
tober 1, 1998, upon completion of over 31
years of honorable and faithful service to our
Nation.

Rear Admiral Sullivan, a Supply Corps Offi-
cer, has performed in a consistently outstand-
ing manner under the most challenging of cir-
cumstances. As the Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Navy (Research, Develop-
ment and Acquisition) he was responsible for
advising the Navy’s Acquisition Executive on
business and programmatic matters concern-
ing Navy and Marine Corps major weapon
systems programs. He also provided policy
and oversight for the Naval procurement sys-
tem which encompasses over 900 activities
contracting for more than $40 billion in weap-
on systems, supplies and services annually.

Mike, no stranger to anyone in uniform, can
reflect on several successful operational tours
in both the Atlantic and Pacific theaters. He
came to his current position after being the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Ac-
quisition and Business Management. His wide
range of experience also included, among oth-
ers’, tours at Naval Sea Systems Command,
Naval Air Systems Command, the Govern-
ment Operations Committee of the House of
Representatives, and Competition Advocate
General of the Navy. And Central Missourians
too, know him well: for four consecutive years
he traveled to their neighborhood—my con-
gressional district—to counsel and assist small
businesses about the requirements of the fed-
eral contracts.

A graduate of the University of Kansas, he
completed his MBA degree at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He also at-
tended the Industrial College of the Armed
Forces and Carnegie Mellon University’s Pro-
gram for Executives. His personal decorations
include the Legion of Merit (three awards), the
Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Joint
Service Commendation Medal, and the Navy
Commendation Medal (two awards). Married
to the former Pam Ross of Leavenworth, Kan-
sas, the Sullivan’s have one son, Brian.

The Department of the Navy, Congress, and
the American people have been defended and
well served by this dedicated naval officer for
over 31 years. Rear Admiral Mike Sullivan will
long be remembered for his leadership, serv-
ice and dedication. I am proud to call him my
friend. Let me wish him, his wife Pam, and
their son Brian our very best as they begin a
new chapter in their life together.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
honor Dr. Billy Taylor—one of the greatest pia-
nists ever, who has touched the lives of many
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during his fifty years plus in jazz, not only as
a pianist, composer, author, activist, teacher,
lecturer, and actor, but also as a radio and tel-
evision personality. Though Dr. Billy Taylor is
seventy-seven years old, he’s more than
young at heart. His current schedule is chock
full of performances while he also serves on
the faculty at the University of Massachusetts,
where he received one of fifteen other honor-
ary doctorates. His series Jazz at the Kennedy
Center, an ongoing series of demonstrations-
discussions of the history of jazz, is wonderful.
He hosts intimate sessions of performance
and conversation which enables participants to
gain insight into jazz by hearing the music,
memories and unique philosophies of some of
the greatest musicians jazz has produced.

In 1971, Billy Taylor became the first African
American to lead a band on a talk show when
he fronted an ensemble of all-stars on the
David Frost Show for four years. I know from
personal experience, that aside from being a
stupendous musician, he’s also an incredible
human being. He has great respect for other
people, and has a wonderful aura of niceness
and gentility.

Dr. Taylor founded Jazzmobile, which brings
free performances to hundreds of thousands
of people. His awards include two Peabodys,
an Emmy, and the first Certificate of Recogni-
tion given by the U.S. Congressional Arts
Caucus and it is with immense pleasure that
in this tribute I join the ranks of those saluting
the great Dr. Billy Taylor.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with the
greatest pleasure that I pay tribute to one of
the leading citizens of Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District, Mr. Carl Traicoff, of Highland,
Indiana. After serving as one of Northwest In-
diana’s most distinguished, compassionate,
and dedicated teachers for twenty-seven
years, Carl announced his retirement on Sat-
urday, August 22, 1998.

A 1956 graduate of Lew Wallace High
School in Gary, Carl enrolled as a student at
Kansas State University, which he attended
for one year. In 1958, he transferred to Cul-
ver-Stockton University where, in 1960, he
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Physical
Education and Health. Carl continued his edu-
cation at Northeast Missouri, now Truman
State, earning a Master’s degree in Physical
Education, Health, and Administration. While
attending graduate school, Carl also worked
as a girls basketball coach, beginning his long
and distinguished coaching career.

From 1960 through 1966, he served as a
basketball coach at the high schools of
Louistown, Clarence, and Centralia. In 1966,
he moved back to Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District and began teaching and coach-
ing at Calumet High School, in unincorporated
Calumet Township, Lake County, Indiana. As
Calumet High School’s coach, Carl posted 417
wins, for a career total of 477 wins. Indeed,
along with these wins, his teams won four
Sectional Titles, and he was honored by his

fellow coaches as Coach of the Year six
times. Though Carl is acknowledged for his
coaching ability, his teaching successes have
often been overlooked. He made his mark on
the Calumet High School curriculum by insti-
tuting a Life Management course and influ-
enced nearly every student that attended the
Calumet High School by teaching this class,
as well as Health, annually. This legacy, more
than any coaching award, is what will live as
Carl’s greatest achievement. Indeed, his dedi-
cation and caring is represented through his
four Teacher of the Year Awards, as well as
his Inland Steel Teacher of the Year Award.

Carl was always a dedicated and caring
coach and teacher. Though he spent must
time and effort on his players and students,
this did not diminish his devotion to his wife,
Margie, and their daughter, Karen. His profes-
sional success was complemented by an even
more rewarding family life. Now that he has
retired, Carl plans to spend much of his time
with Margie and Karen, who now works for
NASA. He also, he continues to serve as a
member of the National Association of Basket-
ball Coaches, the Indiana Basketball Coaches
Association, as an instructor and local basket-
ball camps, and as a teacher at Purdue Uni-
versity Calumet.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in commend-
ing Carl Traicoff for his lifetime of dedication,
service, and leadership to the students and
faculty of Calumet High School, as well as the
people of Northwest Indiana. Carl’s efforts as
an educator and a basketball coach blended
together to help kids make the most of their
potential and earn their success in the world.
Northwest Indiana’s community has certainly
been rewarded by the true service and un-
compromising dedication displayed by Carl
Traicoff.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
extend my best wishes to the parish commu-
nity of Saint Wendelin Church as they cele-
brate their ninety-fifth year in Cleveland’s Ohio
City neighborhood. For almost a century, Saint
Wendelin’s has served as a spiritual refuge,
opening its doors to any soul in search of
peace.

Originally serving the Slovak community of
Cleveland’s near west side, the ministry of
Saint Wendelin’s began in 1903. It was on
May 3rd of that year that the community re-
ceived permission to found Saint Wendelin
Parish. A small church was soon erected, and
on December 6, 1903, Father Koudelka cele-
brated Saint Wendelin’s first mass. Not long
after, the Sisters of Notre Dame established
Saint Wendelin’s School. The order would
continue to provide quality Catholic education
for the next seventy years.

In 1925, the current church and school com-
plex was dedicated. Non-territorial, Saint
Wendelin’s welcomes all believers to join in
worship. It is a testament to the Saint

Wendelin’s ministry that Catholics from all cor-
ners on the city answer the call to celebrate at
the little church on Columbus Avenue.

Cleveland’s strong tradition of Catholic edu-
cation continues at Saint Wendelin’s under the
direction of Ursuline Sisters with their oper-
ation of Urban Community School. Saint
Wendelin’s facilities serve as a second home
to the 300 students of Urban Community.
Saint Wendelin’s also serves as the head-
quarters for Heartbeats, Inc., a ministry oper-
ated by the Sisters of the Humility of Mary,
supporting women from third world countries.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the parish community of Saint Wendelin
Church and its pastor, Rev. Jerome Lajack, as
they celebrate mass with Bishop Anthony Pilla
in commemoration of 95 years in service to
God. A community bound by its faith, the be-
lievers of Saint Wendelin’s are committed to
doing justice, both in the church’s surrounding
neighborhoods and the world beyond. Let us
pray that Saint Wendelin parish continues as
a beacon of Christian charity as we enter into
the next millenium.
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Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to invite my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the life of a truly remarkable in-
dividual, Mr. Joseph M. Gomes. I know of no
other person who has had such an all encom-
passing influence on his community. Joe’s
name is synonymous with the city he rep-
resents, and he cannot be denied the moniker,
‘‘Mr. San Pablo’’.

Joe has made San Pablo his home for the
greater part of 70 years. It is where he and his
lovely wife, Mary, chose to settle and raise
their family. Joe spent 35 years with American
Standard and another 9 years with Phoenix
Iron Works, before ending one career to pur-
sue another. In 1980, Joe was elected to his
first term on the San Pablo City Council, and
a life of public service was born. Over the past
two decades, Joe’s leadership on the Council
has guided San Pablo through a trans-
formation from a small, isolated community to
a thriving urban city—a city which celebrates
its cultural diversity, neighborhood spirit and
livability.

But Joe is not content to simply fulfill the
role of elected official. His commitment ex-
tends to active participation in virtually every
local club or organization, from the Chamber
of Commerce, the Exchange Club, the Eagles
and the Moose Lodge to the Salesian Boys &
Girls Club and the Brookside Community
Health Clinic. Joe’s work has always been led
by his heart, his concern and caring for all
members of his community. Through his self-
less service and tireless involvement, Joe has
personally touched the life of each and every
resident of San Pablo.

I am personally honored to call Joe Gomes
a friend and a mentor. On behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, I would like
to salute him and his work.
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